








Choose 
to Participate

Hate-filled fliers marked the start of a campaign to make Montana and other western states a 

“white homeland.” Then came intimidation—racial slurs, death threats, and the harassment of 

Jews, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, and African Americans. And then, on December 2, 

1993, the hatred turned into violence. Someone hurled a cinderblock through a child’s bedroom 

window decorated with Star of David decals and a menorah, the symbol of Chanukah. As the 

attacks escalated, people in Billings began to take a new look at their community and themselves. 

As an act of solidarity, people across Billings displayed menorahs in their windows, kicking off a 

powerful campaign that forced the hate groups to back off. The story was documented in a film 

Not In Our Town (niot.org) and soon inspired an international movement against hate.

Members of the local painters union volunteered to 
repaint a neighbor’s home defaced by racist graffiti.

The Choosing to Participate posters were created by Facing 
History and Ourselves and the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service to encourage dialogue, engagement, respect, 
and participation in our communities. For program resources, 
visit www.choosingtoparticipate.org or www.sites.si.edu.
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Scores of Billings, Montana citizens assembled 
holding menorahs in solidarity.

Why do some people 
stand up to help 
people in need while 
others stand by?

Hate crimes are not a police 
problem. They’re a community problem. 
Hate crimes and hate activity flourish 
only in communities that allow them 
to flourish.” 
Former Police Chief Wayne Inman, Billings, Montana

“

NOT IN
OUR tOWN



HOW WILL
CHOOSE TO PARTICIPATE?

Are you someone 
who speaks out? Do you take a 

positive stand on 
behalf of others? Or are you a 

bystander?

Do you make 
the world a better 
place?

Facing History and Ourselves (www.facinghistory.org) is an educational organization whose mission is to engage students in an examination of racism, prejudice, and antisemitism in order to promote the development 
of a more humane and informed citizenry. By studying the historical development of the Holocaust and other examples of genocide, students make the essential connection between history and the moral choices they 
confront in their own lives. The Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (www.sites.si.edu) creates tangible connections to the Institution through traveling and virtual exhibits that present the full breadth of 
Smithsonian scholarly and collection resources that engage, educate, and inspire. Special thanks to the Walmart Foundation (www.walmartfoundation.org), the National Sponsor of Choosing to Participate.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has.”  
Margaret Mead (1901-1978), anthropologist

The world is too dangerous to live in—
not because of the people who do evil, but 
because of the people who sit and let it 
happen.”  
Albert Einstein (1879-1955), scientist

YOU

Are you an 
upstander?
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